Greek in English



To the Ancient Greeks, philosophy (from philos “lgving” and
sophia “skill, wisdom””) encompassed logic, science, ethlcs,_ politics,
psychology, and even poetics. Like their art and arc;hltecture,
Greek thought is concerned with order and harmony:; it has pro-
vided the rational foundations of Western civilization. Indeed, the
concept of democracy is Greek (from dermos “people, population”

and kratos ‘“‘rule, strength, might”). Under the great statesman
Pericles (c. 495-429 B.c.E.), the people of Athens instituted the
first constitution, an assembly of 500 senators, and a system of
trial by jury. In addition, Greek festivals in honor of the wine and
fertility god Dionysus gave birth to the theater of Aeschylus,
Sophocles, and Euripides. The very words “theater,” “drama,”
“comedy,” and “tragedy” are all gifts of the Greeks.

Though we have already seen the influence of Ancient Greek
on the English language in some earlier chapters, there are still a
number of terms that are so pungent and precise that they survive
in our vocabulary to this day. In many cases, Greek terms em-
body abstract concepts that are otherwise hard to describe in Eng-
lish. Studying these lists will give you some insight into the Greek
mind and perhaps help you to understand the roots of European
culture, while also greatly enhancing your ability to express your
own ideas.






anathema (2 nath’s> mo) detested or loathed thing or person; curse.
anomie (an’@ mé") a sense of dislocation; alienation:; despair.

catharsis (ko thir’sis) a purging of emotion or release of emotional ten-
sions.

charisma (ka riz’ma) personal magnetism; the capacity to lead or inspire
others.

despot (des’pat, -pot) absolute ruler; tyrant or oppressor.
diatribe (d1’2 trib) a bitter denunciation; abusive criticism.

enigma (2 nig’'ma) puzzle, riddle; a person or thing of a confusing and con-
tradictory nature.

ephemera (i fem’aor 9) short-lived or transitory things.
epiphany (i pif’a n€) revelation; sudden, intuitive insight into reality.

epitome (i pit"a mé) embodiment; a person or thing that is typical of a whole
class.



ethos (€’thos, €’thos) the fundamental

. e character or spirit of a culture; dis-
tinguishing character or disposition of a group.
euphoria (yoo for’e o

: ) elation; strong feeling of happiness, confidence, or
well-being.

exegesis (ek'si jé’sis) a critical explanation or interpretation, especially of 3
text. '

halcyon (hal’sé on) happy, joyful, or carefree; prosperous; calm, peaceful, or
tranquil.

hedonist (hed'n ist) a person who is devoted to self-gratification as a way of
life; pleasure-seeker.

hoi polloi (hoi” po 10i") the common people; the masses.
hubris (hyoo’bris, hoo’-) excessive pride or self-confidence; arrogance.
iota (1 6'ta) a very small quantity; jot; whit.

metamorphosis (met’s moér’fs sis) transformation; profound or complete
change. '

miasma (mi az'mo) noxious fumes; poisonous effluvia; a dangerous, fore-
boding, or deathlike influence or atmosphere.

myriad (mir'@ od) of an indefinitely great number; innumerable.
omphalos (om’fo 1as) navel; central point.



'3 s&’0) cure-all; a solution for all difficulties,

’ s dim’) an example serving as a model; pattern,
paradigm (Paff’ . & §
"-t:iw::s (12::1 ;1:; on’) the realm of the heroes or idols of any &roup; iy
o - -
pathes (pa’thos, -thos) pity; compassion; suffering.
pedagogue (ped’> gog’, -g0g) a teacher; a person who is pedantic, dogmatic
and formal. ,

plethora (pleth’ar o) overabundance; excess; a great number.

protagonist (prd tag’s nist) an actor who plays the main role; the chief pro-
ponent or leader of a movement or cause.

psyche (si'k€) the human soul, spirit, or mind.
stigma (stig'mo) a stain or reproach on one’s reputation; a mark or defect
of a disease.

stasis (st3’sis) ethpnum or inactivity; stagnation. .
trauma elm';ttcm’x.na, tr&6’-) wound or shock; a wrenching or distressing exper-
troglodyte (trog’1s dit

") cav : -aded per
son; reactionary, ) cave dweller or Neanderthal; brutal or degraded :



WORDS FROM CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY f
AND LITERATURE

: ogy and literature have inspired many common English woy

WM t;:e\ythd hero of Homer’s ILIAD, for instance, was the champion of gfe
" Trojans in their war against the Greeks. The embodiment of every virtue both

el GEF W Bl |, Hector was first used in Middle English to personify <,
s reputation remained intact until the second half of the sey.

'his name was uncharacteristically applied to well-off
ent, intimidated folk as they went about their business
'“ﬁreekiﬁ:rofelltoﬂtescdepﬂls is a my ystery,
e forn "“ef thf verb to hector, “to behave in a
h was coine 1at thls time.
3 broodlng god of

ly described an
“-‘ofPan The
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reek, a word which also denoted “tube’. This w. - :
Snd the altered Late Latin form syringa ultimateal;’rbl:?er::.:rvr‘:dl;:: tgsll',;atm,as syrinx
nymph’s name is also perpetuated in the Latin term for theglﬂac' ga’:ggem. Thke
orange bushes, syringa, since shepherds’ pipes were once made from them :

In spite of Pan’s high libido, it was the Greek god Eros who was the e i
fication of sexual love. Said to be the son of Ares, god of war, and API}"C:;‘I);::
goddess of love, his nature reflected that of both parents. Early classical litera:
ture emphasises both his power over people and his cruelty towards them. In
early visual art, his facial features and athletic physique are physical perfect;on
From erds, “‘sexual desire’, the Greeks derived erdtikos, ‘pertaining to sexual love’,;
and this adjective came into English in the mid-seventeenth century as erotic.
The derivatives erotica and eroticise date from the mid-nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries respectively.

Aphrodite was a faithless wife and a bad example to her son. She had the
power of making others as sexually irresistible as herself. From her name, Greek
derived the adjective aphrodisiakos, “lustful’, from which English derived aphro-

Eros was, in fact, born of illegitimate passion, for Aphrodite was married to

Hephaestos, the god of fire and smelting, whom the Rmmmkaewa Volcanus

-

or Vulcan. Italian borrowed his Latin name as volcano to denote a ‘'mountain
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