Japanese in English

Kron



Japanese

Though the first European contact with :Iapan was maFle by P(_)r-
tuguese sailors in the sixteenth century, it was not until the mid-

dle of the nineteenth century that the United States forced the
opening of trade with the West. As this small island nation has de-
veloped into a great economic power in the last generation, we
have become more familiar with its traditions. Many of our more

recent borrowings from the Japanese are business terms; others are

artistic or religious. The growing popularity of the martial arts has
given us still other new words and concepts.

The following selection of Japanese words is designed to intro-

duce you to this increasingly important culture and perhaps even
give you some 1nsight into the Japanese mind.



futon (f60’ton) a thick 11tli
» quiltlike mattress placed on the fl i
and folded up for seating or storage. : = Gseviog

geisha (ga’sho, g&’-) a youn i 1
g woman trained as a gracious companion
men; hostess. % H e

haii{;b(lhi'km) a short, pithy verse in three lines of five, seven, and five syl-
es.

kab_“kl (ko b06"k€) a popular entertainment characterized by stylized act-
ing, elaborate costumes, and exaggerated makeup.

karaoke (kar’eé 6’k&) an act of singing along to a music video, especially
one that has had the original vocals electronically eliminated.

koan (ko’dn) a nonsensical proposition or paradoxical question presented
to a student of Zen as an object of meditation; unsolvable riddle.

noh (no) classical lyric drama characterized by chants, the wearing of wooden
masks, and highly stylized movements drawn from religious rites.

origami (0r’i gdi’'m¢e) the art of folding paper into representational forms.

roshi (r6’sh€) a Zen master; a teacher in a monastery.

satori (so tor’e) enlightenment; ultimate insight into the nature of reality.

Shinto (shin’td) the traditional Japanese system of nature and ancestor wor-
ship.

shoji (sho’j€é) a room divider or sliding screen made of translucent paper.

tanka (ting’ko) traditional verse form having five-line stanzas with alternate

lines of five and seven syllables.



tatami (ta tA'm€) a woven straw mat used as a floor covering.
tsunami (ts00 nd’'mg) a huge sea wave produced by an undersea earthquake

or volcanic eruption.
Zen (zen) a sect of Buddhism that emphasizes enlightenment through med-

itation.
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