German in English

Kron



English is a Germanic language, but it diverged from the language
that is the ancestor of Modern German about 1,500 years ago,
Most English words that come from German are relatlvely recent
borrowings. German borrowings are especially common in intel-
lectual fields, including science, philosophy, and psychology.
Note that all nouns in German are capitalized; in English they
sometimes have a capital and sometimes don’t, depending on
whether they are felt to be German words used in English or fully
naturalized borrowings. In the following lists, we have given ev




' angst (dngkst) a feeling of dread, anxiety, or anguish.
. ersatz (er'’zits, -sits) fake; synthetic; artificial.
festschrift (fest’shrift") a volume of scholarly articles contributed by many
authors to commemorate a senior scholar or teacher.
gemiitlichkeit (Ger. go myt'likH kit") comfortable friendliness; cordiality; con-
geniality.
gestalt (go shtilt”) a form having properties that cannot be derived by the

summation of its component parts.
gotterdimmerung (got’ar dam’s roong’) total destruction or downfall, as in

a great final battle.
kitsch (kich) something of tawdry design, appearance, or content created to ap-
peal to people having popular or undiscriminating taste.
lebensraum (la’bans roum ) addntwnal space needed to functlon ‘
realpolitik (ra al’ Ie t€k’) polit sm: s ically. a policy basedon
power rather than |




chadenfrende (shd'n froi'da) pleasure felt at another’s misfortune,

seltanschauung (vel'tan shou'00ng) world-view; a comprehensive conogp-
tion of the universe and humanity’s relation to it

seltschmerz (velt shmerts') sorrow that one feels 15 one’s necessary portion
in ife; sentimental pessimism.




doppelgiinger (dop’al gang'ar) phantom double;
living person; alter ego; degd ringer.
echt (exnt) real; authentic; genuine.
kaput (ki poot’, -poot”) finished, ruined,;
leitmotif (Iit'mo téf’) a recurring theme; | .
associated with a particular person, idea, or situation.
lumpenproletariat (lum’pan prd’li tar’é ot) a crude and qnqducated under-
class comprising unskilled laborers, vagrants, and criminals.
poltergeist (pol’tor gist’) a ghost that makes loud knocking or rapping
Nnoi1scs.

a ghostly counterpart of

broken. :
a motif in a dramatic work that is

sturm and drang (shtoorm’ 6ont dring’) turmoil; tumult; upheaval; extreme
emotionalism.

iibermensch (60"bar mensh’) superman; an ideal superior being.
verboten (for bot'n, var-) forbidden; prohibited.

wanderlust (won’dar lust’) a strong desire to travel.
wunderkind (voon’dar kind’, wun’-) prodigy;

gifted child; a person wh -
iceeds at an early age. = e
zeitgeist (tsit'gist’, zit’-) the spirit of the time: th
and feeling that is chara. B0

2o general trend of thought
cteristic of the era.
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