WEAK FoRM S

. “THE’
Weak forms: &8 (before consonants)
‘Shut the door’ '[at &8s 'do:
8i (before vowels)

‘Wait for the end” ‘wert fo 8i 'end

. ‘A’, ‘AN’

Weak forms: ® (before consonants)

‘Read a book’ 'ri:d 8 'buk
an (before vowels)
‘Eat an apple’ it an ‘sep|

. “AND’

Weak form: on (sometimes n after t, d, s, 2, J)

‘Come and see’ 'kam an 'si:
_ ‘Fish and chips’ 'fif n 'tjips
. ‘BUT
Weak form: bat ‘It’s good but expensive’ 1ts 'gud bet

1ks'pensiv

i. ‘THAT’ (This word only has a weak form when used in a

relative clause; when used with a demonstrative sense it is

always pronounced in its strong form.)

Weak form: dat ‘“The price is the thing that annoys me’
‘pras 1z 8 'O Bat 9'no1z mi

do

. ‘THAN’

Weak form: dan ‘Better than ever’ 'beta dan 'eve

. ‘n1s’ (when it occurs before a noun)
Weak form: 1z (hiz at the beginning of a sentence)
‘Take his name’  'telk 1z 'nemm
(Another sense of ‘his’, as in ‘it was his’, or *his was late’, always
has the strong form.)
. “HER’ (When used with possessive sense, preceding a noun; as an

object pronoun, this can also occur at the end of a sentence.)
Weak forms: 8 (before consonants)

“Take her home® 'telk @ 'haum
or (before vowels)
‘Take her out’ ‘'terk ar 'aut

. ‘YOUR’
Weak forms: jo (before consonants)
‘Take your time’

jor (before vowels)

‘On your own’

‘terk js 'taim

‘on jor 'sun
. YSHE’, ‘HE', ‘WE’, ‘You’ ‘
This group of pronouns has weak forms pronounced with weaker
vowels than the it and u: of their strong forms. I will use the
symbols i and u (in preference to 1 and v) to represent them. There
is lirtle difference in the pronunciation in different places in the
sentence, except in the case of ‘he’,
Weak forms:
‘SHE’ i
‘Why did she read it>” ‘'war did [i 'ri:d 1t
“Who is she?” 'hu: 1z i
‘HE’ i (the weak form is usually pronounced without h except at
the beginning of a sentence)
‘Which did he choose?’

‘He was late, wasn’t he?

‘witf did i 'tfu:z

‘Wi’ wi
‘How can we get there?’
“We need that, don’t we?’
‘you’ ju
“What do you think?” 'wot da ju '8mk
“You like it, do you? ju 'laik it 'du ju

'hau kan wi 'get 8es
wi 'ni:d deet 'deunt wi

11.

12.

13.

14.

‘HIM’

Weak form: im
‘Leave him alone’ 'lizv 1m @'lovn
‘T've seen him’ awv 'sizn 1m

‘HER’

Weak form: & (ha when sentence-initial)
‘Ask her to come’ ‘'a:sk o to 'kam
‘I've met her’ awv 'met s

‘THEM’ ’

Weak form: dom
‘Leave them here’
‘Eat them’

'lizv 8em 'hie

‘it dam

‘US,

Weak form: ss
‘Write us a letter” 'rart 8s 9 'lets
‘They invited all of us’ er in'vartid
‘o1l av &8s

The next group of words (some prepositions and other function words)
occur in their strong forms when they are final in a sentence; examples
of this are given. (19 is a partial exception.)

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

‘AT’
Weak form: ot
‘I'll see you at lunch’
"Ianf
In final position: eet
“What’s he shooting at?’
'furtm aet

arl 'si ju et

'wots i

‘FOR’
Weak form: fo (before consonants)
‘Tea for two’ 'tiz fo 'tu:
for (before vowels)
“Thanks for asking’
In fina} position: fo:
‘What’s that for?

'Bzenks for 'a:skin

‘wots 'Oset fo:
‘FROM’

Weak form: from

‘I'm home from work’
'wark

aim 'hauvm fram

In final position: from

‘Here’s where it came from® 'hiaz
wear 1t 'keim from
.
Weak form: av
‘Most of all’ 'meust av 'o:l
In final position: pv
‘Someone I've heard of’ 'samwan awv

‘ha:d ov
“ro’
Weak forms: to (before consonants)
“Try to stop’ 'trar te 'stop
tu (before vowels)
‘Time to eat’ ‘'tarm tu 'i:t
In final position: tu (It is not usual to use the strong form tu:, and
the pre-consonantal weak form to is never
used.)
‘T'don’t want to’ a1 'deunt 'wont tu
S
Weak form: ez
‘As much as possible’
'posib]
In final position: ez
‘That’s what it was sold as’
'wot 1t wez 'sauld eez

8z 'matf ez

'‘Baets



