Active Reading Guide for Chopin’s “Story of an Hour”

Answer the following questions as fully as possible, using details from the story. Be aware of questions that ask you for more that one response. 

1. What is the first thing we are told about Mrs. Mallard?  How does this affect the way people treat her?

2. What does the manner of telling Mrs. Mallard the bad news indicated about her customary environment?

3. What are Richards' feelings for Mrs. Mallard? Why is he in such a hurry? Is the code of the "southern gentleman" at work here, or could there be more to his concern than that?

4. Why are we first told how she does NOT hear the news? What does this reaction suggest about her? What does it suggest about how "ladies" were expected to react? 
5. What does her passionate response tell us about her?  (This is our first real clue as to what sort of person she is--aside from her reported state of health.)

6. Note the contrast of motion and stillness. Why is the time of year so important?  Delicious ordinarily refers to taste. Who is "tasting" here?  What does this detail, as well as the other sensory images, tell you about what she is experiencing?
7. Does her age surprise you? What does her face tell you about her life?

8. In paragraph 10, what do "abandon" and "escape" suggest? Is there other imagery of imprisonment in the story?

9. In paragraph 10, what is happening to her? Why does she repeat "free”?  
10. Who would consider this joy "monstrous"? What makes her perception "clear and exalted?" Do you agree or do you judge her negatively at this point?
11. There seems to be no question whether her husband loved her, is there? What clues are there of HOW he loved her

12. What general statement is made about relationships, particularly between men and women. What might make it a "crime"? Do you agree?

13. What does Josephine's plea say about the expectations of those around Louise (now given a name

14. Just what is coming through an "open window"? 
15. What is the role of time in this story

16.  What “joy” does the doctor think killed Mrs. Mallard? 
17. Why did Mrs. Mallard really die? 
