Practicing for the Mid-term test II – EU Institutions
True/false? 
1. The European Parliament drafts proposals for EU legislation.

Gap filling
2. The European Parliament should represents the interests of …..………..

3. The …………… proposes EU legislation.

True/false?
4. Plenary sessions of the European Parliament take place in Luxembourg.

5. The three working places of the European Parliament are: _______________

6. Explain the term “net recipient” and “net contributor” with respect to the EU budget. Give an example of at least one net recipient and one net contributor?

7. What does the abbreviation MEP stand for? What is the duration of the speaking time of MEPs during the plenary session? 

8. Are the deliberation of the European Parliament held in private or in public (transmitted online)?
9. Indicate, which country was not a founding member of the European communities set up in the 1950s

a) Germany

b) France

c) Italy

d) United Kingdom

10. Which of the following countries is/are not a member/s/ of the EU

a) Switzerland

b) Norway

c) Croatia

d) Slovenia

11. Which reform treaty extended the economic cooperation to political issues (such as the common foreign and security policy)?

a) The Rome Treaties

b) The Treaty of Paris

c) The Maastricht Treaty

d) The Lisbon Treaty

12. Which is the last reform of the founding treaties of the EU?

a) The Rome Treaty

b) The Treaty of Paris

c) The Maastricht Treaty

d) The Lisbon Treaty

13. Can EU Member States establish their own rates of tarrifs with respect to goods arriving from third countries?

14. Give an example of maladministation found by the European Ombudsman. Who is authorized to send a complaint to the European Obmudsman against whom?

EU Law – summary

Sources of EU Law
1. Primary Law (constitutional rank) – founding treaties – nowadays Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) and Treaty on the EU (TEU), protocols, EU Charter of Human Rights, accession treaties
2. Secondary Legislation – 
binding: regulations, directives, decisions





not binding – recommendations and opinions
3. General Principles of Law

	
	Addressees
	Effects

	Regulation
	All Member Sttes, natural and legal persons
	Directly applicable; bidning in their entirety

	Directive
	Member States
	Binding with respect to the indended result. Directly applicable only under particular circumstances

	Decision
	Member States and/or natural or legal persons
	Directly applicable; bidning in their entirety 

	Recommendation
	Member States and/or EU bodies/individuals
	Not binding

	Opinion
	Member States and/or EU bodies/individuals
	Not binding


· conditions for limited direct applicability of directives (expiry of implementation period, clear and unconditional provisions; directive grants rights to individuals)
· case Faccini Dori before the CJEU (no direct application of directives between individuals – individuals who have been deprived of their rights granted in the directive have to sue the Member State who failed to transpose a directive to seek damages)
Relationship between national law and EU Law
· the principle of supremacy of EU law

· the principle of direct effect of EU law
Enforcement of EU Law
Court of Justice of the EU (Luxembourg) has two levels:

1. Court of Justice: 27 judges + advocates general (no appeal admissible against the judgments delivered by the Court of Justice)

- prelimiary references (more than 2/3 of the workload), infringement procedures (priviledged applicants = EU institutions + EU Member States)

2. General Court: up to 2 judges per Member State, no advocates general, since an appeal is possible against its judgment
- direct actions (action for annulment, action for failure to act, action for damages) (non-privileged applicants = individuals). Action from individuals only admissible if an EU institution breaches their rights.

Preliminary reference = national courts applying EU law (= decentralized application of EU law) consult the CJEU on the correct application of EU law, e.g. in case Faccini Dori. The CJEU provides its interpretation which is used by national courts to decide the case. The preliminary reference procedure takes about 16 months on average. The aim of this procedure is to provide for a uniform application of EU law across all EU Member States. The judgments delivered by the CJEU in this procedure function as a precedent.
Infringement procedure: may be initiatied by the European Commission against a Member State who has breached EU law, either by not transposing an EU directive in time or correctly or by maintaining national rules which are contrary to EU law principles (such a discrimination based on nationality). Result: The CJEU may impose a fine on the Member State which violated EU law. The Commission may propose the amount of the fine, but it is up to the Court to decide whether it will impose it and at what amount.
Extra-judicial resolution of Disputes:
- The European Ombudsman (an EU institution has breached the rights of EU citizens)

- SOLVIT (the public administration of Member State A has breached the rights of a citizen of Member State B), e.g. failure to recognize professional qualifications, or provide a VAT refund

For the functioning of the SOLVIT network please refer to two youtube videos called:

SOLVIT for citizens, and SOLVIT for businesses.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mc8D8KDq6iA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BeEqT6oy-g 

Video „Brussels Business“ on how lobbyists try to influence the legislative process of the EU (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4C5SgeVK-Q)

Key terms:
revolving door, 



an umbrella organization (e.g. ESF = European Services Forum), 



voting by feet. 

1. Is there a bigger lobbying city in the world than Brussels?

2. Which institutions are covered by the Commission´s „Transparency Register“? Is the entry into this register mandatory for lobbyists?

3. Why do EU institutions listen to the lobbyists and accept their legislative proposals and amendments?

Rights connected to EU citizenship – Article 20 TFEU
1. Citizenship of the Union is hereby established. Every person holding the nationality of a Member State shall be a citizen of the Union. Citizenship of the Union shall be additional to and not replace national citizenship.
2. Citizens of the Union shall enjoy the rights and be subject to the duties provided for in the Treaties. They shall have, inter alia:
(a) the right to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member States;
(b) the right to vote and to stand as candidates in elections to the European Parliament and in municipal elections in their Member State of residence, under the same conditions as nationals of that State;
(c) the right to enjoy, in the territory of a third country in which the Member State of which they are nationals is not represented, the protection of the diplomatic and consular authorities of any Member State on the same conditions as the nationals of that State;
(d) the right to petition the European Parliament, to apply to the European Ombudsman, and to address the institutions and advisory bodies of the Union in any of the Treaty languages and to obtain a reply in the same language.
These rights shall be exercised in accordance with the conditions and limits defined by the Treaties and by the measures adopted thereunder. 
